Switzerland's Society and Health System
What is special about Switzerland and how does it affect our subspecialty? It is a country of 7 million people who speak 4 different languages (German, French, Italian, and Romansh) . Despite such diversity, the Swiss have a very stable political system that is based on direct democracy and on autonomy of each of its 23 cantons. The main political and social attitude is pragmatic collaboration between all parties, requiring the willingness to compromise. This organization works well including the country's health care system. Five Swiss Universities offer teaching of medical students: 3 in German (Basel, Bern, and Zurich) and 2 in French (Geneva and Lausanne). Less than 1000 medical students graduate each year, a number that is not sufficient to cover the country's demand.
That is why physicians from other EU countries, mainly from neighboring Germany, Austria, France, and Italy move to Switzerland to work, both in hospitals and in private clinics.
Why is Switzerland so attractive for physicians? There are several reasons including the stability of the country, the high quality of health care, and universal access. In addition, 10 years ago, a sophisticated reimbursement system was implemented that is quite unique. It is not technical procedures, but rather time that physicians spend with their patients. For neuro-ophthalmologists, this represents a major advantage.
Neuro-Ophthalmology in Switzerland
Today each large teaching hospital, not just those that are affiliated with the 5 medical schools, have at least a small unit staffed with a fellowship-trained neuro-ophthalmologist (Table 1 ). These units are mostly, but not exclusively, based in ophthalmology departments and some are located in neurology. Frequently, the neuro-ophthalmologist combines his or her practice with other subspecialties, such as pediatric ophthalmology and strabismus, electrophysiology or orbital disease. There exists no formal Swiss Neuro-Ophthalmology Society, but rather a group of colleagues who share their common interest and communicate well. Main neuroophthalmology centers are currently located in Aarau, Bern, Basel, Lausanne, Luzern, St Gall, and Zurich. For a period of 6 years, 2 of the 5 ophthalmology chairs were neuroophthalmologists: Avinoam Safran in Geneva (1998 till 2010) and Klara Landau (since 2005) in Zurich.
The Swiss Ophthalmological Society annual meeting is held each fall alternating among 3 language regions of Switzerland: German (Interlaken), the French (Montreux, Fribourg) and the Italian (Lugano, Locarno). The scientific program always includes a neuro-ophthalmology session. In addition, the group from Lausanne holds regular local neuro-ophthalmology teaching courses in French. In the German part of Switzerland, the neuro-ophthalmologists teach in German at their respective hospitals. For decades, a national Winter Ophthalmic Seminar has been held in one of the beautiful Swiss ski resorts with international 
Outlook
The future of neuro-ophthalmology in Switzerland will be determined by curious, creative, and passionate young physicians with a genuine interest in answering the many unsolved questions in our subspecialty. It is our responsibility to motivate them and, at the same time, to preserve our favorable health system structures. Looking at the developments in Germany, where neuro-ophthalmology is rapidly losing ground because of shortsighted political decisions and is disappearing from the teaching programs, every effort should be made to avoid a similar development in Switzerland. We owe this to our patients, our colleagues, and our founders including Friedrich Horner, Adolphe Franceschetti, Marc Amsler, Hans Goldmann, Alfred Huber, Volker Henn, and Avinoam Safran.
